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If fluid pus is available, for example, from an abscess, a sample of this should
be submitted in preference to a swab, see pus in test directory for more
information

Please give detailed clinical information, including date of onset/contact with
the suspected infection and any current or intended antibiotic therapy

Microscopy: dependent on site and clinical information received.

Culture: all wound swabs are cultured for aerobic organisms. Culture for
anaerobic organisms and other investigations may be performed, dependent
on sample site and clinical information received.

Order comms request i.e., ICE or Medway

or clearly handwritten Microbiology forms where order comms are not
available

On request during normal working hours

5 days

Samples should be transported to the laboratory on the day of collection.

Bacterial swab in transport medium.

As above

Quality of the sample may deteriorate if there is a delay in processing and

isolation of certain organisms particularly anaerobes maybe compromised.
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Samples should be processed as soon as possible.
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